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Getting Started In Homeschooling
http://www.cheaofca.net

Thousands of families in California are successfully homeschooling their children. While each family 
will find its own situation unique, requiring different schedules, curriculum, and teaching styles, there 
are a few things which can help any family get off to a good start.  The Christian Home Educators 
Association of California, Inc. (CHEA) is a non-profit ministry established in 1982 to provide 
information, support, and training to the home education community throughout the state.

One

Do your homework. Many parents have already found the answers to the questions you are likely facing. 
Much research has been done on home education, and it is unnecessary for each family to discover all the 
intricacies on its own. Read what others have already discovered.

CHEA sells some excellent materials, notably, An Introduction to Home Education, the complete "how-to" 
manual for getting started homeschooling legally in California. There are also many excellent books available 
on the philosophy and history of home education, learning styles, choosing curriculum, homeschooling teens, 
adapting to the homeschool lifestyle, etc. Check out our bookstore, send away for catalogs from other home 
education publishers, and attend CHEA's Conventions.  www.cheaofca.net

Two

Join a local homeschool group which meets in your community. Whether you need encouragement, help with 
record keeping, or just a chance to find friends for your children, there is likely a group of homeschoolers who 
can help in your own city right now. CHEA maintains a Support Network of autonomous groups throughout 
the state. We will be happy to refer you to a group near you.

Three

Keep up on the trends and news affecting home education. Attend conventions and curriculum fairs, subscribe 
to a homeschool magazine or two, support Roy Hanson's legislative watchdog work and read his newsletter, 
and join CHEA. Keeping in touch with the homeschool community will help you know what current laws are 
and how to comply with them and what new materials are available to home educators. www.cheaofca.net

Four

We recommend that you join the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA). If you are taking your 
children out of their current school to begin homeschooling, you should join HSLDA before you withdraw your 
children from their current school. If you are beginning homeschooling with a child entering kindergarten or 
first grade, who has never attended another elementary school, you should join HSLDA at the beginning of the 
school year in which your child will turn six years old.

HSLDA membership is only $115 per year, far less than the typical cost for just one hour-long appointment 
with an attorney. CHEA members receive a $20 discount on their HSLDA membership. www.hslda.org



Homeschooling Legally in California
http://www.cheaofca.net

The following does not constitute legal advice; we encourage
all to seek membership and counsel through HSLDA.

California, there is no legally-defined entity known as a "homeschool.” Instead of having a separate 
“homeschool” law, California is one of 12 states in which homeschoolers operate as private schools. 
Private schools can be legally established and operate in the home just as some private schools 
operate on a campus. Thus, in order to be consistent with the law of our state, do not use the term 
"homeschool" with public school officials; rather, refer to your private homeschool as simply a 
“private school.”

Under the California Education Code (E. C.) all children between the ages of 6 and 18 must attend 
a public full-time day school unless they are exempted (E.C. §48200) Note that kindergarten 
attendance is not required.

The general rule is that children between ages 6 and 18 must attend public school. However, 
remember that the law provides exemptions from this rule. While there are other exemptions, each of 
the four options below applies to homeschoolers. 

 Option 1: Start your own private school. Home educators may establish private schools in 
their own homes. The law requires private schools to file a Private School Affidavit with the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. (See Filing A Private School Affidavit for details.)

 Option 2: Enroll in a Private School Satellite Program offered by an existing private school. 
The private school offering a Private School Satellite Program must meet the same legal 
exemption and requirements as Option 1. Such Private School Satellite Programs (PSPs) may 
be composed entirely of home educators or be an extension program of a campus-based 
private school.

There is no more or no less legal protection or covering in our current Education Codes for 
either option 1 or 2. Families enrolled in out-of-state schools or programs are still required by 
state law to be enrolled in a California private school (home-based or PSP) with a California 
address for it s location.  (For a local PSP go to the Homeschool Directory.)

 Option 3: Arrange for private tutoring done by a California credentialed teacher . The 
credential must be for the appropriate grade level and teaching must be in the courses of 
study required in the public schools. Tutoring must be done for at least three hours a day for 
at least 175 days per year. Private school enrollment isn't required for the use of a tutor. (E.C. 
§ 48224)

 Option 4: Enroll in a charter school or independent study through the public school. The 
student must be enrolled in the public school and work under a written agreement that 
specifies minimum requirements. Families who choose this option are totally under the 
authority of the public school, since their children are enrolled in the public school. 
(Read Why Charter Schools Won’t Work for Christians.)



A Homeschool Planner / Organizer… 

You can choose a book style planner that costs between $5 and $50 depending on 
the size of your family and the type of organization you prefer; or you can use an 
online or CD-ROM planner; or you can create your own planner using the Internet 
and forms that are available for FREE at several different sites.  One of the simplest 
planners is highlighted here ($10), but there are several options out there. Regardless 
of what you choose, a basic homeschool planner should/could have the following 
items you’ll need to keep your homeschool organized:

             
             EXAMPLE ONLY!

COVER: Because you will be using this book everyday, it 
should be durable and sticky-proof.

School Calendar:  There are several calendar styles you can 
choose from starting in the months of January, June, July, 
August, or September.

Events Calendar: These are used as a single place to record 
events such as field trips, music lessons.. etc. 

Attendance Form:  To keep track of school days.

Course of Study This is a list of subjects and books that one child is studying.

Goals Optional: This sometimes is a confusing item; leave it out if you wish. However, it is helpful to 
force yourself to make goals and to have a written record of your goals. The goal forms can be used 
for either short term or long term goals.

Grade Form Optional: A report card and evaluation form. Some planners give this as an option.  

Book List Forms: There is a need for several types of book lists. Homeschoolers generally need: 
Library Book forms to keep track of checked out and returned books, Reading Logs to keep track of 
books that have been read, Book List to keep track of books you are planning to read, Home Library 
List to keep track of the books you own, borrowed or/and loaned book lists for those own borrow or 
loan books to and from friends. 

Daily Lesson Planner Choose the type of planner that you like best or make your own with a word 
processor. You can give each student their own planner, or use one planner and list each student’s
daily lessons.

Above planner can be found at www.christianbooks.com



 Our purpose in homeschooling is to give our children an individualized, quality 
education with a solid foundation of traditional values, Christian character, 
Biblical standards, and faith in Christ Jesus. 

 Our belief is that learning is a lifelong adventure in which the whole family 
shares; and that children's minds readily absorb knowledge when they have 
stability in their surroundings, love, encouragement, and discipline, together 
with the freedom to wonder, explore, imagine, and ask questions. 

 Our goal is for our children to be independent thinkers, able to learn at their 
own pace, pursue their own interests, and develop confidence and self-
discipline in the comfort and security of their own home. 

 Our plan is to love, encourage, teach, and correct our children; to protect them 
from negative peer pressure, false teachings, and bad temptations that would 
harm their developing spirit; and to surround our children with authority figures 
who openly express love for the Son of God. 

 Our hope is that with the Lord's blessing we will raise our children to do their 
best, to realize their special talents, to be concerned for the needs of others, to 
become responsible citizens, to be morally and spiritually wise, to be skillful and 
knowledgeable in every area that will be useful to them in their future, and to 
grow up to live fulfilling lives that glorify God. 

"Train up a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not depart from it." ~Proverbs 22:6 



“LEARNING STYLES”
by Cathy Duffy

SOCIABLE SUE

Social person with warmth and responsiveness

Wants to understand “why”

Interested in people, ideas, principles, values

Not a detail or technical person, but more interested 
in concepts

Likes to be known, recognized or acknowledged, 
and can sometimes be an over achiever because 
of her desire to please people

Vulnerable to conflict and criticism

Dislikes competition, preferring cooperation 
because of sensitivity to others

Gets excited about new projects, but loses 
enthusiasm once the novelty has worn off

Curriculum preferences are highly unpredictable

COMPETENT CARL

Likes to be in control of himself and his surroundings

Likes to analyze things

Is a problem solver

Likes long-term independent projects

Values intelligence and wisdom

Has poor social skills and difficulty relating to peers

Enjoys solitary activity (sometimes because it’s too 
uncomfortable or too difficult to understand other 
people, or sometimes because he just doesn’t 
notice other people)

Often interested in logical studies such as math and 
science

Wants efficient schooling; resists busywork and 
unnecessary reputation

PERFECT PAULA

Responsible/oriented toward duty and “what should 
be done”

Follows the rules, respects authority

Likes things to be clearly structured, planned, 
and organized and is good at those tasks

Seldom acts spontaneously or impulsively but is more 
cautious and certain before acting

Reliable

Likes to belong to groups

Wants approval and affirmation so that she “knows 
where she stands”

Usually works well with typical school curriculum

WIGGLY WILLY

Does not like deep thinking or intellectual discussions

Is impulsive – likes to be free to act spontaneously 
without restraint

Learns best by doing; a hands on person

Dislikes planning ahead and organizing

Prefers to figure out his own way to accomplish tasks

Has short attention span

Is not motivated by long-range rewards

Gets bored easily in large group meetings or classes

Likes to be creative

Generally dislikes traditional school curriculum 

Source:  100 Top Picks For Homeschool Curriculum by Cathy Duffy  http://cathyduffyreviews.com



21 Reasons to Homeschool
by Terry O'Hare

http://members.aol.com/belfairhs/21.html

1. Because the responsibility for training and educating children rests primarily with the parents and primarily take place in and 
around the home. Parents are capable by God’s grace to accomplish this (Deuteronomy 6:7, 11:19; Psalm 78:5-7; Isaiah 38:19).

2. Without quantity of time with parents, there is little quality time to train and influence our children in all areas of life 
(Deuteronomy 32:46-47). To lay up treasures of memories in the lives of our children.

3. So our children will daily learn the truth of God's Word for the ultimate salvation of their soul (II Timothy 3:15) and as a basis 
for developing all other areas of knowledge (Proverbs 1:7).

4. So our children will experience the peace of the Lord in their lives (Isaiah 54:13).

5. As defended by the Supreme Court, parents have the fundamental constitutional right to direct the education of their children 
according to their beliefs (Wisconsin vs. Yoder [1972]). A right exercised is a right preserved (Acts 22:25-29).

6. Though some aspects of education may be delegated (I Samuel 1:25-28; Galatians 4:1-2), in this day we cannot in good 
conscience place our children under the control of government schools (Proverbs 29:12; Colossians 2:8; II Timothy 2:14-
18), especially with those whose philosophy is contrary to righteousness (Psalm 1:1).

7. To protect our children's hearts from negative peer pressure, various fleshly temptations, and ungodly role models during their 
formative years (Proverbs 28:7; I Corinthians 15:33). Children will have more parent supervised time and therefore be better 
protected from injury or assault, especially in these wicked days of random, senseless violence.

8. To gain the respect of being the teacher to our children (Proverbs 31:28-31), to prepare ourselves to teach younger parents (Titus 
2:3-5) and to provide visible evidence of our ability to handle ecclesiastical affairs (I Timothy 3:4-5).

9. To be the customary source of answers to life's questions, the dispenser of advice to life's challenges, and the giver of 
encouragement to life's trials (I Thessalonians 2:11).

10. To foster family unity, emotional closeness, and mutual enjoyment (Proverbs 1:8-9).

11. Increases the opportunity to develop your child's tastes and attitude (Proverbs 22:6) and to provide individual nurturing for their 
unique needs (Ephesians 6:4).

12. The social training received in home will produce a stronger sense of personal identity through their unique contributions to the 
family and will call our children to higher levels of maturity (Proverbs 13:22, II Corinthians 12:14; II Thessalonians 3:10).

13. To have greater personal influence in preparing our children for the responsibilities of adulthood (Philippians 2:12).

14. Choosing curricula suited for the child's needs will assist them in developing confidence in what they know and lay the 
groundwork for independent thinking.

15. A tutorial education is a superior academic process. It allows our children to have more time to explore and think since their 
studies will generally be finished in less time. Since we know our children best we can make the studies fit them individually 
to develop their areas of weakness or mature their strengths, without wasting their time on repetition or busywork.

16. It gives us the freedom to live our family life without having to accommodate to the structure and demands of a school setting. It 
decreases certain stressors on the family, such as rushing to be at school by a certain time (though punctuality is a virtue) or 
facing unwanted imitated behavior.

17. It is a cost-effective choice compared to an expensive private education and a wasteful government managed education. Some of 
the investment in equipment, materials, and curricula can be recouped by resale.

18. To obey the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ in the lives of our children (Matthew 28:19-20).

19. To repetitively pass on lessons that we have learned in life in order to guard our own hearts as well as our children's 
(Deuteronomy 4:9). To personally be challenged to grow in grace through the instrument of our children.

20. Public school are unable to administer corporal punishment and Christian school are limited in the adminstration of such 
discipline. Therefore, the godly fruit of corporal punishment is more likely to be achieved in the home school setting (Proverbs 
3:11-12, 13:24, 22:15, 23:13-14, 29:15).

21. To reap rest, delight, and salvation in the lives of your children (Proverbs 29:17). To avoid reaping shame for leaving our 
children to themselves or in the company of riotous men (Proverbs 29:15).



HHoommeesscchhoooolliinngg AApppprrooaacchheess
http://www.homeschool.com/Approaches/Internet.asp

Although every homeschool is unique, certain homeschooling "styles" have become very popular. Most 
homeschoolers do not follow one style or method exactly. Instead, they select the ideas and suggestions that fit 
their family and eventually end up with a method all their own. It may take some time to develop your own routine 
and you may discover that you start out more structured in the beginning and become more flexible and relaxed 
as time goes on. The following are the most popular homeschooling styles.

School-at-Home
School-at-home is the style most often portrayed in the media because it is so easy to understand and can be 
accompanied by a photo of children studying around the kitchen table. This is also the most expensive method 
and the style with the highest burnout rate. Most families who follow the school-at-home approach purchase a 
boxed curriculum that comes with textbooks, study schedules, grades, and record keeping.

Unit Studies
Unit studies use your child’s interest and then ties that interest into subject areas like math, reading, spelling, 
science, art, and history. For example, if you have a child who is interested in ancient Egypt, you would learn the 
history of Egypt, read books about Egypt, write stories about Egypt, do art projects about pyramids, and learn 
about Egyptian artifacts or mapping skills to map out a catacomb.  Packaged unit studies are available on popular 
topics like the Little House and American Girl books and also for virtues like patience, trust, and obedience. 

"Relaxed" or "Eclectic" Homeschooling
"Relaxed" or "Eclectic" homeschooling is the method used most often by homeschoolers. Basically, eclectic 
homeschoolers use a little of this and a little of that, using workbooks for math, reading, and spelling, and taking an 
un-schooling approach for the other subjects.  The advantage of this method is that the parent feels that the 
subjects they believe are most important are covered thoroughly. This method also allows the family to choose 
textbooks, field trips, and classes that fit their needs and interests. A good magazine for the eclectic homeschooler 
is Home Education Magazine (1-800-236-3278).

Un-schooling
Un-schooling is also known as natural, interest-led, and child-led learning. Un-schoolers learn from everyday life 
experiences and do not use school schedules or formal lessons. Instead, unschooled children follow their interests 
and learn in much the same way as adults do—by pursuing an interest or curiosity. In the same way that children 
learn to walk and talk, unschooled children learn their math, science, reading, and history. 

Classical Homeschooling
The "classical" method began in the Middle Ages and was the approach used by some of the greatest minds in 
history. The goal of the classical approach is to teach people how to learn for themselves. The five tools of learning, 
known as the Trivium, are reason, record, research, relate, and rhetoric. Younger children begin with the preparing 
stage, where they learn basic reading, writing, and arithmetic. The grammar stage is next, which emphasizes 
compositions and collections, and then the dialectic stage, where serious reading, study, and research take place.

The Charlotte Mason Method
The Charlotte Mason method has at its core the belief that children deserve to be respected and that they learn 
best from real-life situations. According to Charlotte Mason, children should be given time to play, create, and be 
involved in real-life situations from which they can learn. Students of the Charlotte Mason method take nature 
walks, visit art museums, and learn geography, history, and literature from "living books," books that make these 
subjects come alive. Students also show what they know, not by taking tests, but via narration and discussion. 
Popular books on this method include A Charlotte Mason Education and More Charlotte Mason Education, both by 
Katherine Levison.

DVD/Video Schooling
This approach can be used with all different styles of homeschooling. Use quality educational titles to help your 
child learn Science, Physics, American History, World History, Religion, Preschool skills, Music, Art and more. This is not 
watching television. A powerful movie can inspire a new interest or help your child develop a solid understanding of 
a complicated area of learning.

Internet Homeschooling
Harness the power of the Internet by accessing virtual tutors, virtual schools, online curriculum, and quality websites. 
You need never feel that you can't find the help, expert advice or resources necessary to homeschool your child. 
Did you hate math as a child and feel you can't possible help your child learn math? Or what about (YIKES) 
Algebra? How about Physics? No problem. There is a wealth of cutting-edge online curriculum programs, private 
distance learning schools, homeschool support academies and more.



How to Establish a Private School in California
Checklist

O Purchase “An Introduction to Home Education” from California Home Educators Assoc. (CHEA) for 
$29.99 at www.cheaofca.net

O Decide on a homeschooling philosophy that suits your family.

O Name your school.

O Dedicate a space in the home for teaching and for storing books and supplies.

O Develop a course of study for each student.

O Select curriculum and make a list of necessary school supplies.

O Order curriculum (allow 6-8 weeks before school begins)

O Buy school supplies

O Join Home School Legal Defense Association (allow 4-6 weeks to process).  Online application available 
at www.HSLDA.org

O Set up a system for files and record-keeping.  According to CA Education Code Section 33190, parents 
who keep their own affidavit are required to keep the following:

* Cumulative File (CUM File)
* Copy of Private School Affidavit
* Attendance Register for each child
* Course of study for each child each school year
* Parent / Teacher Qualifications – “capable to teach”
* Health Department Blue Card Record of Immunization of Waiver (B4 6th BD)
* Report of Health Examination for School Entry of Waiver of Health Checkup for school entry -       
  within 90 days of entering 1st grade

Other recommended documents, but not required:

* Standardized test scores, copy of birth certificate, sample of work, grades, lesson plans
* For High School: Credits earned toward graduation, graduation date, certificate of proficiency,     
  transcript, etc.
* HSLDA paperwork
* Any other important supporting documentation you deem necessary.

O Withdraw your child(ren) from school and request CUM file.  (Only after receiving confirmation of HSLDA
acceptance.)

O Get involved in a local support group.

O Begin school. (Have fun!)

O File Private School Affidavit between Oct 1st and Oct 15 of each year.  Go to the California Dept of 
Education website http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ps/rq/



TTeeaacchheerr QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss
((ttoo bbee ppllaacceedd iinn ssttuuddeenntt ccuummuullaattiivvee ffiillee))

Teacher’s Full Name:  _________________________________________________

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Please list school, college, vocational, and/or military education.

  SCHOOL NAME                     MAJOR/DEGREE                                      DATES ATTENDED
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHER TRAINING
Please list all teacher training courses you have attended; either in person, online, or by video.  This includes 

any professional training and/or short term seminars, classes or meetings.  Attendance at homeschool 
conventions and seminars apply.  Leadership and Sunday School teacher training sessions also qualify as 

teacher training.

  Name of Course or Class                        Dates Attended               Did you complete the course?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHER RELATED WORK EXPERIENCE
Please list any related work experience below.  This would include Sunday School, Youth Groups, Bible 

studies, scouts, coaching, 4H, enrichment classes, etc.

  Organization Name                        Duties Performed                Dates
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

____ I am qualified to teach in English

Teacher’s Signature:  _________________________________  Date:  ___________

SeasideInformation@gmail.com



Course of Study

Student:  _____________________     Grade:  ______    Age:  _______
School Year:  ________________    Teacher:  _____________________

Subject Curriculum Name

Bible

Math

Grammar
Penmanship

Spelling

Creative Writing
Composition

Reading
Literature, Poetry

and Comprehension

Reading for Pleasure

Geography / 
Social Studies

Science

Music / Art

PE and Health
Life Skills

SeasideInformation@gmail.com



High School Transcript Sample

Name: Jane Doe Birth Date: 01/04/1986
Address:2306 Avery Lane Gender: F
Big Town, State, Zip

School Name: Avery Academy Graduation Date: 5/2003
Phone: 111-222-3333 Person to Contact: Dad or Mom’s Name

1st Semester 2nd Semester Final
Yearly 
Cumulative 
TotalsGrade Year Course Title

Grade Credit Grade Credit Grade Credit Credits GPA

9 01-02 Algebra I
Geography
Grammar & Comp I
Literature I
Biology I
Biology I Lab
PE 
Health
Art I

B
B
A
A
C
B
A
B
B

0.50
0.50
0.25
0.25
0.50
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.50

B
B
A
A
A
B
B
B
B

0.50
0.50
0.25
0.25
0.50
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.50

B
B
A
A
B
B
A
B
B

1.0
1.0
0.5
0.5
1.0
0.5
0.5
0.5
1.0

6.5 3.2
10

11

12

Credits and Grading Scale: A 90-100; B 80-89; C 70-79; D 60- 69; F below 60 
Weight for one-credit courses (120 hours): A=4; B=3; C=2; D=1; F=0 AP Courses: A=5; B=4; C=3
Activities: Library Volunteer, DAR Member, Art Guild Member, Museum Volunteer
ACT Score ________ date____ SAT Score _______ date ____

Signed:  _____________________________________________  Date: ___________________

Sample provided by: www.donnayoung.org  



DAILY PLANNER

Student Name:  _____________________________________  Week # ____________

SeasideInformation@gmail.com

MON TUE WED THUR FRI

Bible

Math

Writing
Grammar

Spelling / 
Vocabulary

Reading

History / 
Geography

Science

Physical 
Education

Enrichment 
Classes



Attendance Record

Student Name: __________________________   Grade: _______   Age: ________ 
School Year: _______________  Teacher: _________________________________

           

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Total School Days Required:   _________________
Total School Days Recorded:   _________________

SeasideInformation@gmail.com

  



         Elementary Student Achievement Record

Name:                                                               Grade:                         Age:_______              
School Name:                                                    School Year:__________________                                            

Subject S1 S2 Character S1 S2

Arithmetic Attentive

Art Content

Bible Cooperative

English Courteous

Life Skills/Service Follow Directions

Music Forgiving

PE / Health Friendly

Penmanship Gentle

Reading Helpful

Science Honest

Social Sciences Humble

Spelling Modest

Neat/Orderly

ENROLLMENT: Obedient

Days Required: Personal Hygiene

Days Attended: Respects Authority

Respects Property
GROWTH CHART: Self-Controlled

Height: Works Independently

Weight:

COMMENTS:

Ending S1:

Ending S2:

Teacher's Name:   

Teacher's Signature: Date:

          
  

SeasideInformation@gmail.com

Grade Code

A   Excellent
B   Above Average
C   Average
D   Below Average
R   Review

WISE Code

W  Weakness
I   Needs Improvement
S Satisfactory
E  Excelling in this Area



For free printable forms like those found 
here in this packet, simply go to:

www.DonnaYoung.org

or 

Contact 
SeasideInformation@gmail.com

Happy Homeschooling!


